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FOREWORD 

Few words are needed to commend this brochure to the 
public. Its aim is to weigh the forces operating in and on the 
Brahmin community so that it may realise itself by embodying 
the ancient culture and applying it in national service as an 
integral part of the Modern Indian Nation. He who does not 
know the past and who does not live for the future cannot 
succeed in the present. The battles and the war-cries of 
to-day, the political currents and cross-currents that toss us to 
and fro, the passions and failures of the moment will all be 
like broken bubbles a few years hence. Let us not forget the 
centralities of the super-life amidst the trivialities of our daily 
life. Let us treasure up in our hearts the wise words of 
Burke: “ Society is not a partnership in things subservient 
only to the gross animal existence of a temporary and perish- 
able nature. It is a partnership in all science ; a partnership in 
all art; a partnership in every virtue, and in all perfection. 
As the ends of such a partnership cannot he attained in 
]nany generations, it becomes a partnership not only between 
those who are living, hut between those who are living, 
those who arc dead, and those svho are to be horn.” 

Madras, ^ 

2()th June 1935. ) 


K.S. Bamaswami Sasthi. 
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The Future of the Brahmin. 


I ciinnot begin addro.^s hector than by ^luotiny the 
following words which wore uttered on a historic occasion by 
liis Royal Highness The Duke of York; “One’s own life 
would hardly be wortli living without dreams of better things, 
and the life oT a nation without such dreams of a better and 
larger future would bo noor indeed.” The Hindu community 
in general, and the Hrahinlu community in particular, is 
becoming more and more deficient in the quality of vision 
without wliicli poople.s poush. Oonrerencej like the present 
Conference are at once :i recollection, a realisation and 
aprophccy. They focns the past ; iltoy h'ad to clear vision and 
strenuous striv ing in the pres(mt ; and they will lead to the 
greater and the haj);)icr India, ti^at is to he. I iionce gladly bid 
yon welcome as co-worker.-' in the great caii'^e of India’s des- 
tiny, and hope and wish titatyou will kindly work to set right 
all onr deficiencies and ciuu'rfnilv pray for the great future 
yet to ho. 

I shall not liarrow yonr hearts witli a long or detailed des- 
cription of the many miser’ ('■' liui disabilities from which the 
Rrahmin coiiimnnity is su.'lb’'!ng t<;-day. The other sections 
of the Hindu community Imv.,- lujt escaped the geiieral 
degradation, titough in tie. ir m-.-w mood of meaniiigless and 
theatrical exasperation t[».-'‘y do lU'; .seem to realise the fact in 
an adequate measure. Yo betuuM' description of the present 
pitiable ])light of tlie Hindu comnumity can be had than the 
descriptioii of the Ahati u ’odcr J laggard’s novel Qiicai 
Slit’hd's Rin:>. He says: 'Tii.e y i-ifi luid locig ago lost all 
courage and enterprise, and were content to sit in their fertile 
and mountain-ringed land, feeding themselves with tales of 
depai^ed grandeur and struggling for rank and high-sounding 
titles, till the day of doom overtook tliem.” 

Tliis wr..s tlio lO’osidontiid AddrciAS at tbo Taiijoro District Bralnitin 
ConfurencG on 30th December .1934. 
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Though modern civilisation with all its convoiiicncos anc 
complications must accepted, we have to be Vv ise in on? 
attitude towards it. We liave to be wisely assimilative and t( 
make its conquests our own witiioufc sacridciiig our indivi- 
duality, distinctiveness, and unity. But as a matter of fac 
have we been wisely assimilative? Have wo preserved oui 
indi vidiiality, d istinct iveuess, and unity ? Not at all. 

Among the many evils abiicting our society some desorvi 
prominent inontiou. Bewildered betvveen two worlds tin 
one dead, the otlier poworle.-s to bo born ” we have lost, firs 
and foremost, that power of clarity of vision and masterfu 
reactive response whi-. !i is at once the sign and tin? privileg 
and the glory of hum in life. have bt)eome co itemptibi' 

imitators of th :. dress and the spe(^ di and tin? nninnors o 
other races .,! nd co:niniiniti(?s. The head\' wine t)f inodoruisn 
has made us giddy and has al.so b/.-onglit about internal am 
interneciiui S(jiishl)les and .ends. <hir habits (if plain liviru 
and hig]': 'liinking ’laving; gone, wt' liave bceonn? a. prey t 
diseases > sink into nrermiture graves. Iti tlie nioanwhil 
we have near also tin? hr. i’(bm of our unfortniiato inediaova 

age. Purdah settled like a pall up()n Northern Indi;' 

The wedge of Islam was driven riglit th rongli Bp[)or India an 
a big fraction of Iliiidiis became Musliins in f:iith Jiiostly i); 
forcible conversion and lat(?r on became .Muslims inou.llook 
In Pouth India other (higradatkmis crept in. Our wonnm als 
have partaken in tlie gen-.-ral degradation and contrihntd t 
the genera] downfall. 

But let me not pursne this gniesomo tftpic further, 
have long wondered why Lord Sri Krishna de.stroyod th 
bulwork of the natioii mi tijo liattlcfield (if Kurnkshotra an 
left nation leaderless and heroft of i)ower. Ilo probabl 
did so adjudge the past and purge the ju-esiuit and guide tli 
future- lie is always by our side to help us provided we tr 
to help ourselves and others and Icve Him and seek His grace 

g WfM frPr jrT.'‘r: i 
;7r T^rrg'fT i 
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llo will certainly save us from national death and national 
misery as surely as he will save us from individual sorrow, if 
we follow His advice and seek His grace by discijiline and 
faith and love. 

Sri Sankaracliarya points out in his famous and grand 
introduction to the Gita that tiiue and again Dharma 
began to lose its potency and its hold upon the people 
and that the Lord Narayana has incarnated often to re- 
osta])li3h Dharma by inducing the Brahmins to come back 
to their Dharma and to teach and to conserve the Dharma 
of the other sections of the community. The Lord Himself 
says in Cfiapter IV of the Gita how the Yo^ia taught by Him 
was allowed to become (obsolete) and how he had to teach 
it again and again. Let us take heart from the fact that this 
is not the first occasion of national oblivion of DhaPiiia. Let 
us rather try, as Arjuna did, to regain the national sniriliii or 
memory of Diianna. No one section of the flindu community 
is to blame for the general oblivion of Dharma. Such oblivion 
lia.s been tiie jihnt work of all. Let tlie restoration of the 
Jiational consciousnc.ss also be the work of all. 

This is the reason why this Brahmin conference which 
at first sight may scorn jverrow and commimal and exclu.sive is 
really on All-India movement and is a fundamentally national 
movement. The Bralimins fiave m'vcr been an organised 
])riesthood. They have in.-er tried to exploit the community 
by priestcraft. They ha. e aiwavs tritul to realise and enjoy 
tli .0 higher and more ox^’clnnit things of life by the intensive 
cultivation <>f tlio spiri^ ri !-ei:U)':*.iation in the .'spirit of the 
glorious teaching of t'ne / (There- 

fore enjoy by renunci.Hic ii). TIi.-x have always tried to guide 
the secular life and tdi.j s. iritnal l‘fe of the Hindu cojiimunity 
without domitiating it o-r f'-L. it. In the Vo^^a Wisiushta 
we are told how wlien on a uni uu- occasion the King, fired by 
the illuminating wi^alom of the sage in secular ajid spiritual 
arts^ and sciences, offered the entire kingdom as gift to the 
sage, the sago replied : 

!T«jrr?T?rr'^^g'5r srr^erf 1 

rrorriw-g ^ ii 
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Trg ¥rrr%?rlr'<3' ^r i 

sTfgTorr: ii 

(We Brahmins are pleased and satisfied with mere obeisance. 
We are pleased by reverejico alone. You have shown rever- 
ence to me. You alone have exi)ert knovvled[^o of tiie art of 
Government. The governance of the state is beautiful in you. 
Let fche governance be thine. When have Brahmins sought 
Kingship ?). 

The real signilicance oF tlie praise of the Brahmins in the 
Smrithis and other V orks is only the homage paid to Dharma. 
Manu says that the duty of the Brahmins is tlie protection of the 
treasury of Dliarn a The real institution of 

caste— which is eiitirelv different fro/n the miserable travesty 
of it obtaining to-day— is based upon a spirit of Dliarmic free- 
masonry and a spirit of mutual service and uplift. If w'e lealise 
this fundamental fact, we bliail l)e alile to realise our duties 
and oblig-'-'' .ns and discharge them in proper spirit. 

My a . i is not to enter into (S'-ntroversial topics or to anti- 
cipate -he resolution:': w': nmy be cvmsidered and passed 

at this conference. All tluit \ wish In oleserve is that the 
Brahmins should protect and inaintain their leaders of Achara 
(ceremonial ami ethical ami social purity) and hJiiikUn 
(devotion, and Jiuin.i (wisdom) and at the same time adjust 
themselves wisely to the nev. secnhir life and the inodorr 
spirit. The pre.-^cni moons of revolt; against disci]. lii.e, tire 
modern S])ectacular exhiidtimis of license in thought and 
speech and action, and the new :nul I'rantic love of luxury 
which have been degrading the inner life of the Brahmins am 
impoverishing them in sidiit as also in worldly goods, despite 
a seem ng access of apparent pjajsi-eri (y, .-tionld he resolutel.v 
fought and overcome. 

I shall mention here only th.aa' as])eets and attitudes and 
activities which seem to mo to he of primary importance. The 
hrst branch of work to he taken np hy the C()mmunity i/self- 
reformation of spirit. Without it every oihor work will b( 
in vain. We must recapture the lost arts of hraiimacliarya am 
Yoga, Ye must revive our knowledge of mantras and oui 
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well-thought out regulation of daily life. Wo must make the 
study of Sanskrit compulsory. We must make veJic study 
(swA^dhyaya) the bed-rock of our cultural effort. We must 
lessen and eventually abolish all harmful luxuries. We must 
in short reattain our ancient distinction of plain living and 
high thinking once again. 

This work must go on side by side with our work lor the 
Hindu community at large. We must popularise the liigiiest 
spiritual truths anew and in adynamic manner so as to prevent 
further conversions from Hinduism. We, who derive so much 
benefit from the Hindu community at large, must give in a 
hundredfold measure what we receiv'-e. We must see tliat the 
purity of our social customs and institutions and of the worship 
in temples is kept unimpaired. We must in short use tlie 
results of our self-reformation for the greater beneiit of the 
Hindu community at large and the greater glory of God. 

Equally important i.s the adjustment of our.selvcs to the 
modern spirit. Wo must not commit the fatal mistake of 
thinking that tiio modernity will forget or ignore us if we 
forgot or ignore it. We miuT accord- andal)!de by its ]..^ssons in 
the realms of science, industry, commerce aiid adorn’ nistration. 
Wo liave to solve the lU'.macir.g problem of unemplnyuieiit by 
a wise combination v)f practical pursuits with culturid work. 
At the same time wo ha\ek.- liuiint.iin a certain .nomber of 
fa?nilies whicli are devm o ro the maintenance of tlu‘ rigid 
purity and austerity of o-r ’u'o.timiic life and to the projiagatloii 
of our ideals by precei)t as \Vf 11 as exaiiiple. For tiiis puiyoose 
District Sanatana Dharnm K’aks'iaoa funds sliould ro started 
and wisely and carefuil;’ coimih .’s'ored. We have thus to 
preserve our heritage aad :i(!d r'-m reto trie gifts of moJemity 
which have been brougii!' i h\ t’nc West. 

The fact is that wo liavr o o. yet adequately e.uvisagcd 
and realised the west. We iind in it a tremendeos rusdi 
of life. Man is there perpetually on tfio move and de- 
liglits in velocity of movement and is in a perpetual state of 
excitement — bo it the excitement of work or the keener excite- 
ment of pleasure. The villages have been forsaken for 
towns and cities, and cottage indnstrie.s have been superso 'ed 
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by factory iiidiistrics wlicro work ^oos on at Jii^h proSi^iiro for 
the inaxijiiisation of production on the basis of the luechanisa- 
tioii and rationalisation of the means and iiistriinients ol pro- 
duction. There is cutthroat competition everywhere. All this 
no doubt makes for individual keenness and collective power but 
at the same time it has brought on slum life and congestion and 
also jmrvous breakdown owing to overstrain and inordinate 
ambition. The new sciontihe knowledge lias enlarged the 
frontiers of the human mind aiid given new servants to man but 
has imposed also nevr tyrannies on his spirit. Machinery has 
displaced liiiman labour and lienee the western man is trying to 
set the balance right by e.s:pIoiting and underselling and ruin- 
ing his less sophisticated brothers in the East. Even in the 
most advanced coimlries of the west, tlie under- world is becom- 
ing bigger aii;l more full of danger. Nay. tliere are worse 
dangers yet. Organisation lias its merits and demerits. It 
mechanises liic and. Icu^sens the human touch. ICveii in the 
sacred and sanctuary of th<^ home the potency of the now 
forces is .i'e, Woman is being luistled into bccomi.ng a factory 
an'junct am.i e hostel tbreatens supplant the home. Wo 
raad ^diivalry but it meaim m^ck respect for the fair sex 

ratlier tij in throwii'.g the sbiicid of protection around the giver 
of life and the preserver of the type. The si niggle for exis- 
tence has affected iicr natur(‘ aral slio exhibits more ami more 
inteileetiuiksatioii and less <ii (l less of her innate eimhion and 
spirituality aiid rehneinent. in Art the aim is emotional satis- 
faction l.)y mere imitai.ion oi raituro ratiier than s])i ritual satis- 
factioji ))y goin;'; above nature. Ihit at tJie .same time western 
literature and art have a wonderful ricliiiess and variety and 
are sweetened and en]j\ ene(i liy a spirit of refined iiuiimur 
wliich we liave yet to pos-sess. In reiigion we see titere more 
practical nve of iuan and less intense lovu' of ( hid than here. 

Jt is, however, in politics that the w:'st has achieved her most 
noteworthy trium])hs. The institution ul national democracies — 
now in the p^’-u'css ol supereossion, wiiether temporary or per- 
manent boin;.‘: as yet unknown, by national dictatorships. 

has givoii Jiew nuvmentum ami power to tlu) modern wesicru 
state.^s But as Kalundraiuiti; 'J’agore points out Xationalisni has 
its evil sjd(i as well as it is oiten a soulless organisation for 
power. 
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I have descanted upon these aspects as it behoves us not to 
behave like the proverbial ostrich hiding its head in the sand 
fmt to realise the new forces of the time and meet them in a 
spirit of wise assimilation and wise rejection. Our society has 
been based upon the concept of Duty rather than on the cou- 
kopt of Right and upon a consistent and persistent discipline of 
the body and the senses and the mind. Wo liave never had to 
wrestle witli Nature for satisfying our iirgeih: needs as our 
westeim brothers have had to do. Nature’s Jiiimificient i'/cueu- 
conce here has made us simpler and less sophisticate] and sel- 
fisfi but it has also made us weaker and loss comijati ve. W'e must 
realise our strength as well as our weakness. Our c; vilisatiou 
has been maiuly rural ami wo have oxeelled moru in the ]>;js- 
sive virtues tluui in the aetivo virtues. We have (]e\', doped 
our own ideals ami grac'os of imlividua! and soeial amd ariistit: 
and spiritual li I'o. 

1 have hoeu mentioning all the.s;i a-neots not with the 
object of painting word pictures l)ut w ;tn the aim of imk.. ing it 
clear to ourscivms wliat we should do to ho oursoh'e.-: aiid to 
strengtlieu ourselves by assimilating tlie now powm' without 
losing our own special graces ;ind rehnements. W'o c innut do 
this unless wc have unity. Indeed tk.e need i‘o^’ unity is all the 
greater in communities w nick excel in the pas-ivo virtues ; Wo 
must not stand still or go hmdsward. Nor slioidd W ' rush 
forward and fall from gidd} heights and get ])L’oken to pieces. 

ft is also necessary tlva*. we should not forgot tiiat W(.^ h ive 
to face the specihe moilern |.i•ohlems in our indi\ h.luai ami 
social and ecoiioiuic ami p-. hit i'‘a! uul artistic und cpixdinal life 
i]i a national amd cou^apgcous spiidt. W'e have to uplift our- 
selves and at the same ti;no uolifL our other Hindu !)rethi*en as 
well in the individual uud so ual and artistic aiil spiritual life 
and uplift them and all our -.c.civ-r lodiaii hrethrou in economic 
and political life. We iiave i :ke a wide view and not a 
narrow or selfish or sectional view. Wo have to light stronii- 
ously for the preservation of our culture. We have to realise 
theft the modern Indian renaissance is a resurgence of the 
Indian spirit though it seeks to assimilate the European le- 
naissance. The European Renaissance has keen more in- 
terested in man and in nature than in God.. It has owed its 
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inspiration to Greek ideals and legends and art motifs though 
these hasre been dead for thousands of years. Those traits have 
. been its weak points, though it has achieved notable triumphs 
in the fields of science and the free spirit of iinjuiry and in the 
field oi‘ democrotic political freedom. But the Indian Renais- 
sance owes its inspiration not to a foreign or dead culture but 
toab^fing indigenous culture. It is, owing to the genius of 
our race, even more interested in things divine than in things 
luim-in or natural. W'o must not do viohmeo to our nature 
isicahl'dvu) or poison the spriiigs of our naiional life. 

I have long felt that all our efiorts iu various directions 
during the last fifty year.^ aiul more Imve been total (jr partial 
failures as we never liad a phiumal totality of emh'avour in re- 
gard to ;ill tii o a.spe('ts of ?i.itional lii’c. hveu our siguificant 
and valuahle poli tical '\vork iias not he<*u a great success as it 
has not gone irind iu l);v;d witii s’l upward eiuleavcnir in all the 
other fields of national activifie. Dr. (’oii'in;' said recently in 
his Presidei: ' d address ;:n e ltli December 1934 at tiio Provincial 
Iviucationai ■ orerence at .'.naniaimr : “We are asking Cordis- 
gyaentnumt ii we are innoeont inujugli to expect any all-round 
cdvaiico . • 1 p*jecome:tl rectiiie itioii of eriutrs." Wo did md. 
rc'aiise this truth and have been s .ecieJising piecemeal lamtiii- 
cation of errors and have had nolhiinghut di-apijolntment all 
along. Tjic 0 ‘?sence oi’ Ilindui-U! lets been iinitive vision and 
integr.aie^l c.ctivids ;ind yet wo IwlVo forgotten this liosic fact. 
Let ns l)e:ir in mind wij;it Dr. (d)usins calls well “the immedi- 
ate and clamant needs of th.c living synthesi.s.” 

The most important and basic of all onr i)rol)lenis is the 
educational prolfiem. A nd yet wo have shown much, greater 
apailry and indiiTereiicc in regard to it than in regard to all 
our other ^ roblems. According to our aim, we must discipline 
the body and tlie senses by early rising and batli iu cold water 
and general purity and Surya N'aiuaskara etc., and we must 
discipline the lebicl by .Se//'/,7ve worfiiip and meditation and 
Yoga, becau O' (co.r ideal is that education should fit us for 
immortality Wo mmst catch the essence of 

the C spirit and must preserve Ara-t./Z'm/oo-yu at least in 

regard to the purity and continence even if wo do not beg our 
food. Every Hindu boy must study Sanskirit and master his 
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vernacular side by side with Ins assimilation of the nu dern 
knowledge. Even as regards such assimilation we are woe-ully 
defective. Our education has been too literary and not sufficient- 
ly vocational, and our mastery of science, especially science 
as applied to industry — has been of the poorest description. But 
oven more glaring than this defect is the defect that our educa- 
tion lias failed in its primary purpose of fitting us to take our 
place in our society. As we do not know Sanskrit we are cut off 
from tlio past. As we do not know oiir vernaculars we are cutoff 
from the present age iu India. As we do not know science we 
are cut off from the present age in the w<)i*ld at large. Such is 
over })itia!){e condition. On the topoi'aii this has come our 
widely provahuit nnomployment. We are in a parlous state 
i ndeod. 

r know well that this is not an cdneational coiifercmce but 
T feel that unless we take caie of our etincation eviugvthing will 
go wrong witli ns and that if we take care of onr education oiir 
national lib' will take care of itscll' dhio modern Indian I 
believe, the only human being that is lieing educated witliout 
using the medium of his moth.er tongue. We find glib excines 
for not doing onr obvious ami urgent duty in this badialf. Do 
we do onr duty liy way of giving onr boys and girls a taste of 
creati ve delight ’? Do v, e make tk-em intimate with Indian 
literature and arty Mot at all. May, do we give onrbciysand girls 
a clear idea of at least t!ie esscnii.il element’ of iltndnism ? Mot 
•at all Should wo not set all Sos rigdity And yet what do we 
do? The Aryamatb.i Patasala i;. 'I'lnio'reand other similar insti- 
tutions elsewhere have !■•eeu d oiue: tlieir little int in tlie direc*’ 
tions indicated abovo and V'd lnC i! .'Mt riotism is allowing them 
to languish ! W'o must d(/ I'oiter fercefter. It seems tome 
that all Hindu hoys shonl 1 fearn eanskrit and have a sound 
knowledge of Hindu literato'a ind n-' the essentials of Hindu 
religion. All tlm Ih'ahiiiiii ^ m-.nld have at least the mini- 
mum vedic study and should ie-!-: '“’inskrit language and 
literature and know the essentials ol rlu' Hindu religion. All 
the Brahmin girls should learn sanskirit language and li tera- 
tiire c^nd know the essentials of our religion and (O /Mo as' and 
and festivals and domestic economy. 

In this connection I wish to stress .the need lor .Aarting 
hostels of our own where we can do our best to preserve the 
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essence of the Gwrukiila spirit. The ideal hostel should be an 
amplified home. The huge modern hostels are but an applica- 
tion of the factory spirit to education. They are the nurseries of 
adharmic life. Our elders must make it a religious duty to 
manage small hostels and guide our young men in Dliarmic 
paths and create in them a taste for the Dliarmic life. It there 
is no Dharraic discipline in early life all later endeavours are 
bound to fail. 

In our social liie we iiave to strive for the preservation of 
our distinctive ciiaracteristics. We eaiinot po.^sibly get on 
with our innumerable sub>castes wbicli, whatever wo may say, 
do bring about exclusiveness and lack of mutual sympathy 
Sri Krishna says thar He created four castes but we have 
suppleniented liiscreitivo {‘ower and ad-ded four thousand 
sub-castes. We must work back to His rreation and fuse into 
His creation our hariuful su[)plem uutary creations. We 
believe that our caste systeni in its nri.stine jmrity is based on 
e{)uality an-i niutual .lid and sm’vice and interdependence and 
aims at o>ordinated life in sii!)sli lution for a comi)ctitivc^ 
life, He.....e we cannot a}):nuion or de.stroy or dilutti it at the 
biddiu : '■! the !i)vi h yiiincs of to day. Within the tour enste;- 
we must uphold the joint family system, ii' not in its original 
form including cousins of rcfiiote degrec.s, at heist in it.s latei 
form of parents and I'rotliers and chihircm. Wo have.! t( 
preserve our national social festivals and festivities not onl.\ 
in form but als<j in Si)irit. We must cut down all wastefu 
expendituiu' on marriages and funerals. We must see to i' 
that all Brahmins learn Sanskrit and have the minimum V^edic 
study and perform at least Scuidhya ami Sieldha as a miiiifuim 
measure of Achara. They should by precept and example d( 
their best to create knowledge and lo\’j of Dluirma among al 
the 0 her Hindu communities. I'hey must give up al 
violations of the Dliarmic irijunctfous in respect of food am 
dross and deportment. 

In regard to our economic life wo must preserve our rura 
economy. Ancient India v^ as not unaware of town life lu.t he 
towns were the natural centres of villages. They abs irbud tin 
rural products and were omporia therefor and radiated tiu 
higher life and refinement to the villages. Our modern town, 
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and citieii aro cainiibalistic and merely destroy or absorb the 
villages and give nothing to the villages. We have forgotten 
our ancient science of economics Jam of opinion 

that we havG i)een talking too much about Dharma Sastra and 
Mokshasastra without really practising the same properly and 
neglecting too much our mundane sciences such as Artha 
Sastra, Ayurveda etc. That V arta^ included not merely agri- 
culture and pasturage and usury but also industrial and com- 
mercial activity covering the provinces of production and 
distribution and consuinplion of wealth is clear from Devi 
Purana chapter 37 verse 51. 


W'G have to learn how to balance urban and rural life, and 
factory ])r()duction and cottage industries. The Western factory 
craze has partially fascimited us and partially paralysed us. 
We see to day extreme conrusion of thought. We see chcirkas 
being advocated l)y men who swallow western foods and 
medicines wliolc-nile and waste on motor cars and books and 
knickknacks much, more than was spent before on western 
textiles. Svvadoshisrn ^>nd Sanatana Dharma are in perfect 
harmony with each other and their union is the only safeguard 
of our economic and spiritual prosp'ority. We must adopt such 
methods as will oncemragc c.iiv wliolesome and 1 •harmic and 
hoine-prowii industries i'\ .'.nying only such arti/Ies as are 
produced by such iii(lu.sir:c ’ that alone will bring about 
national prosperity tbrong;-; tuniiieJ. ; nterdei-endence. 

I feel tliat I would he ia'ling ie my duty if I do not rel’er 
to the growing menaee o'’ iiinMa-lovinent among tlie Hiiuiiis 
in general and the BiM.'in.iim lu .‘ ariieular. The Brahiuiiis 
have tiikeii largely to ; c'.rion and iiave spent away 

lavislily a largo portion of tht.'ir latrimony in sueli ardent 
pursuit. The other 1 lindu communities have followed in their 
wake. 1 recognise the immense value of modern edneation 
and ^nodern thought as these have opened to us the domain of 
modern science e.iid enabled us to comprehoud a?id benefit by 
modern achiovemonts in the realms of industry and commerce, 
But there is surely such a thing as the overdoing of a good 
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thing. We have done this work while forgetting our own 
achievements. JNhiy, we diave assimilated not only the 
good aspects of modern life and thought and education hut tlie 
bad aspects as well. The i^vil results of these jualadjustmenfcs 
are unbalanced culture and unemployment. Wo must 
not fritter away our petty resources any more. We must 
conserve them with. care, in respect of relief of unemploy- 
ment we must remomher that the Dharma Sastras permit 
Brahmins to take to agriculture and induslry and commerce 
as Apatdharma if they cannot livehy oliiciating as priests during 
sacrifices. Such pursuits alone with state scrcice and pro- 
fessional service have been resorted to by Brahmins for 
centuries. History shows this witli unmistakeable clearness. 
So we have to str sin .‘very nerve in t\v<i directions. The 
Stave has in its liands in triist for the peo{)le toeir money which 
includes our iiioney as '.veil. So wo have a right to ask the 
State, while aiding tlie youth •: of all Imli ui communities, to 
come si)ecially to our aid in !ie\v ways, especially as it has in 
response to '-lemands oj‘ the other communities reduced the 
openings aw ode to us in (he service <-f t:ie State. The State 
should found agricultural col<itii("' and. fiirtiier, start one new 
industry au.er another. Siudi su j)-:'rvision and om.'ouragement 
by the State will draw out the sii\- i)Ui reduced capital still exist- 
ing in the (amiitry. B the State will guarantee interest for 
some years and run tiu) industry as a Stale concern, it can 
reduce imemplo\'ment and materialiy incrtaise our national 
welfare, It ciui tlum hand uv'er tfio industry to private 
agencies. In this way it can- (pam and ru.iiniijato new industries 
and stabiise tliom and co:]:-erve and aiigment ttie wealth of 
the land. But almig witli such State cnteii>ris(', we can resort 
to sell-help on a (n)nsider;dd(.' ib-. 'Ihio 1 1 indii communities 
should, \c'^ lie helping ail Hindu youtiis. pa,\ aitoiitioii to the 
economic betterment ol Braiimiii wcuths who have been 
extensively^ and intensively hit b; the mis;u‘les of un- 
employment. Tlie Bralimin b’oys c'-hicatcd in onr Sanskrit 
and Vernacul ii- and Bnglidi ^( lin dc ,uid colleges could lie 
conscripted as rural coacber:’ Jind o lid nurlest salaries by"i)ay- 
rnents in kind in villiges, l.b.ey cciuld bo (.-loiiloyed also as 
ruial medical practiticjiicrs after getting a training in the use 
of cheap and oilective A.yurvcdic medicines. Tiio Brahmins 



13 


should be more largely employed in temples and mutts tlian 
now. They can also be employed as Purrmam expounders and 
llarikatlia performers. Their services could be more largely 
used than now fur Purobit work. Ln these and other ways wo 
could increase national welfare while lessening unemployment. 
We must also start Nidhis and Banks where the Brahmins 
can keep their spare money. Such enterprises will lead to 
more emph^yment and will also result in the stimulation of new 
and small scale industrial enterprises by the application of 
such money to tlm same in a prudent and sensible way. 

There is e iual confusion of thought in politics also. The 
western deiiiocratic forms have come without the western 
democratic spirit. We are on the eve of momentous clianges. 
What seems to juo to be the most dangerous and destructive 
possibility is that our jiew legislatures may plunge headlong 
into coercive religions and socio-roligious legislation. While 
we are trying to relax tlie grip of the Sarda Act, wc may 
bo held in the grip of other coercive nueasures. The Joint 
Pailiamentary Committee has decided to dispense with the 
consent of the Covermu’ for the iiitroduction of legislation wliich 
affects religion or religions rites and usages. This is reall}" ;i 
violation of Her Majesty ()ueen k'ictoria’s gracious procla' 
mation of religious neutrality. It is diilicult to sec how the aid 
of an Act of lAirliament can be invoke..! to nullify indirectly ,j 
Jxoyal Edict or Proclamation which has at lea^t as much 
validity as siu xVet of Parliai.imit, \Vo must agitate fnr tlie 
insertion of a consti tutioiial ifoc .biraiio?i of our fundamental 
right t.hat there slionld bo no coero.ive religious or socio- 
roligious legislation. In roS;,.Ov*i -h' oi other such legislations 
there should be a clause makiipg it i c )ndition precedent that 
the con,sent of the (h)vernor Mid oi' ilu' Hi.ivornor-Ceneral to 
tlie initiation of such legisiali ue-aMsary. Except in this 

respect wo arc at one with rAJ i:,. iiniian communities in 
the demand for Sus/rny whieli we along with tliom claim to hi' 
onr inalienable birthright. 

In respect of our literary and artistic life we are in a 
l)arIous state to-day. Wo have lost our key to the treasure 
chest of onr poetry and music and painting and scuCuiwe and 
architecture. Let us not SH[)pose that we can achieve great 
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things in the real world while leading a starved life in the 
ideal world of art. Idea'lisiin is but the liberation oi the 
hidden (}od in man. The world of doin:4 is Nature’s grudging 
and onerous gift to man but God’s tree and burdoiiloss gilt to 
man is the world of Being. Jesus’s words are true for ever • 
“ Consi4mr the lilos of the held ! They toil not neither do they 
spin. But I say unto you that even Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these.” It is Art that transumtes 
our ex-pcrience b}^ its golden touch. Do we do anything to 
attain true Art to-day ? No. We have specially excelled in 
Architecture and Poetry and Music. Architecture is now 
become Igybrid and the days of the giants of the Art seem to be 
over. Poetry and Music were with us till yesterday but are 
quitting us xo-day. Do wo realise why ? lu fndia the supremo 
poetry of the fir:t Poet Vhihiiiki was born out of ihty and the 
supreme music of our last great sieger 'f’yagara.ja was born out 
of Devotion. Do wo feel t.ho surge of Pity ind Devotion in our 
hearts to-day ? Uuskin tells ns tlnit all great Art is Praise.” 
Have we im v '■ -t the ancient national traits of Ihoiise and 
Praimr ? M 'inst not merely re;id and interiirct t'u' Indian 
elassics ill literature and art W e must realise the fundamental 
iiKpan c-,,. y.:s ofheauly and arx and add in every generation 
nc'.v achievements in litcratuiv' and art. 

Tiiis naturally loacfs me to •nu* jdi ilosopl* y and religion. We 
have to-day jnany resounding battirs of philosophy and religion. 
But have wo true piiilo.iophy and true religitm to-d iy ? True 
philosophy is th.c miificati-u) of experience and tame religion is 
the realisatimi of our essential identity witii God. We t.alk 
about Indian civics and economics a.nd politics. But if we 
lose our immortal heritage, v.diat i.-: tlu^ good (.f getting a few 
more tinsel kuick nacks from tlu. w^'st f \Vc want iv snrgent, 
uniiiod, syiUhetic. dynamic Hinduism! .\r<‘ wo striving for it 
to-day? iNot at all. Wheti we strive (o.rix and achieve it and 
broaacast it, then and rhen alone wc can pg-ovent losses from 
our faith by conversion to other raitli-' W'c nuist take tlio lead 
in re-organioing our Bhajana movemm-P Pundits and modern 
odueated men who are tiic laniers of our socdal lile havo'httm 
of late keopiiig aloof from it. Trie result has he- n that we liavo 
denied ourselves a great ihai-];incs:s and allowed the movement 
to degeimrate. Ibis deioct should set rigli t without any delay. 
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I would like to refer here to only one other matter which 
seems to me of pressing importance. We cannot hut view with 
consternation the lessening number of Purohits and tlieir 
ever— lessening eijuipment. Modern life and education would be 
a curse instead of a blessing if tliis result is not going to be 
arrested early and in nn effective manner, fi ceremonial 
purity and efficiency are to become vanished factors in life, 
then we would cease- to have our distinctiveness and would 
lose one of the most powerful aids to achie\ c the real purjiose 
of human life /.r., t!)G realisation of our spiritual nature. Tin's 
is a matter whiefi needs attention hy our temples and Mutts 
and leaders of society. An institution should he founded in 
each District where purolufs will he taught t!ie essential cere- 
monies and their meaning and value so that the entire Hindu 
society may ho enabled l)y tb.eir servi -es to pnvierve its true 
and essential eliaracteristies. 

T am own bringing this address to a close. I wish to 
sum up what 1 liave said and to appeal to yon t » hear in juiml 
our present defects and our imperative duties. Our duty to 
ourselves demards that we should study our divine Sariskirit 
and our beautirul vernacular and our lingua Indica (Hindi) and 
hlnglish witli equal zest and love, that wo should maintain 
practice u tliat we should vitalise the 
hhakti movement and that we ^h.mihl have a grip over synthe- 
tic Hinduism. It is (mly then timt we can do onr best service 
to our Hindu brctfiren and to india and to the world at large. 
Our great dcfojt to-day is ths.i we have no living and vital 
concept of the unity of the Hindu (hmnnunity and our place in 
it and our duties and services P- liv M leh oue of us is likely to 
commit the facile and fatal mi-t-..ke o! (iwng for himself alone 
an 1 (jf going tiirough the annual round of recurrent cere- 
monials as if these are ihcia^-ili an^l end-all of life. Let us 
roineud)er tiiat it is not enough r-' hnvo ohairusuihlJii (purity of 
food, and .s’a//u’(/ (purity of foouh vid that sunism-^d sulLHu 
(purity of environment) is equally necessary. Our conception 
of ,s-n;// (VS-//// (macrocosm) is poor. Wo are lost in the Lvus//// 
(mi#rocosm). The lA>k.isdn;^raJia aspect of Dharma is as neces- 
sary as the Sa!t\ca .s-^o-.'/s//. /.//// aspect. We must take the lead in 
Bhajana and Sankirtana movements and be the leadmns of jiinsi- 
cal choirs Inch would tlirill and purify and vitalise onr people. 
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We must broadcast the souhsaving ideas of our Scriptures with 
the aid of speech and son^. How can we win the love of the 
people if we do not t(mch their imaginations and kindle their 
feelings? Our life is bound up with their life. United wo 
stand and live ; divided we fall and die. 

Friends, have we not a higher duty and a liiglier destiny as 
well? It the world is a brotherhood, do not we 13rahmins as hro 
thers-nay, brothers entrusted with aS'XUMal mission l)y ourdivino 
Father owe a chit}" to lunnanityat large to-day? The world is 
suffering from over -productiim and ma!-({istril)ntion and under — 
consumption and other economic ills such a< over-urbanisation 
and siiuu life and cut ■tiiri)at ca)nin('titi()ii. In the [)olitical 
real [11 the armaments grow from more to nuwe and tlio world is 
])lunging biind ly along from catastrordie tn imtasirophe. i’rom 
cataclysm to cataclysm, 'fiie art of the world is becoming 
more and more imit;iti\'e. uiicia' itive. jcylers. and ja^ssimi^tic . 
Tlie love of ( h)d is hecoming a vanishing bictor in lilt' W'e 
must te.icli Mi' world b) fi\{' the life heaiitiful in the city 
Imautiful, \\ amst eon vert tiie c .o/oo; /fneb-// un to the c/c//nv 
Kiiiuj^ii :.ind e, . ictiuilly into tin- . / . ;/c/. 

VVhat'.mer may be our miiriibbi troubles lo-day, lot us not 
lower the dag but keer. it liyine;. Imit us b(' modest and yet 
courageous and sell' rv'liant and ['ossc'ss self reverence and 
self- knowledge and self- coutr. d . [>('t us not kec]) reiieating in 

a parrot like way \ain plna-U's nbaiit our aru'ieui superiority. 
T^et us realise our exact place and posiiioii in modern life and 
in modern fndia. \VMi:it is our fufn'.tion ? It is to vindicate 
the claims of tlie spi ritual li fe and to guide o’lr ?iiaterial life 
in accordance with the needs and diclatcis of the spiritual life. 
We should be loyal to the light that is in us and spread the 
light to tbf' iiest of oe.r jiower. 

I said somecime ago that the esseiic'e of our religion and 
culture is the energy of peace. We are not fatalists or pes- 
simists. We kii ;\v that lile is goverfital not l)y a blind Fate 
hut by a beneticoiit IT’ovidonce who fud only gives us the fr.uits 
of our actions hut also by ills grace energises uid augments 
onr endeavours to better ourselves and to Ijetter f)thcrs. 
Those who believe that the lieart of the universe is Ananda 
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(Bliss) cannot be pessimists. Pessimism is but the reaction 
of Desire. Once we rise above Desire to Devotion we cannot 
he pessimists at all. 

What is the external manifestation of .the energy of 
peace ? It is a new reaction in all the spheres of human 
activity. In religion it is a receptiveness to grace. In poli- 
tics it is a spirit of adjustment, a desire to find the greatest 
common measure of all diversities of opinion, an eagerness to 
consult the good of all. This will mean the antipodes of all 
forms of commufialism — communal electorates and all the 
rest of the evil brood now very much in evidence. In econo- 
mics it is a spirit of co-ordination and mutual service in the 
place of competition and mutual destruction. In art it is that 
wise passivity and receptiveness to natural and human and 
divine influences which will give us a vision of eternal and 
universal values. In education it is the spirit of humility 
and'revorence and service which goes hand in hand with 
freedom of thought and the spirit of interrogation and investi- 
gation. In social life it means the extension of the family 
spirit. In family life if means thit outflow of love which 
widens our pretty self and makes us realise the values of siicfi 
widening of life. In personal life it jnea’is a sense of proba- 
tion, a love of discii)line, and a daily addition of inner grace. 

More than anything else, whatever we may achieve or 
may not achieve, let us not lose what Patanjali has well 
called chitta prasaJa (mental clarity). Let us have detachment 
and humility and courage and enthusiasm and balance of mind. 

I know that we are in a dueres a>(] mood to-day. It is 
largely duo to undeserved oppression. But is it not in some 
measure duo also to the deficiencies of inner and outer life ? 
Let us not forget that whatever happens to us we must pre- 
serve our habits of meditation and prayer and that our reactions 
to the world— whether it praises or blames us — should he tiio 
reactions of love and sympathy. 

3 
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I have nothing more to add on this occasion We have to 
adjust ourselves wisely to modernity and to re-attain and 
preserve unity while preserving our loyalt^^ to Dliarina and 
our spiritulity. Under the aegis of British guidance and 
protection we are entering into a more spacious era of civic and 
political life. We Indians have had our oam small domestic 
quarrels. But shall we hate and fight one another on that 
account? If one limb of ours pinches another occasionally, 
shall wo get angry on that account ? As Srimad Bhagawalha 
says. 

II 

The Brahmins must purify themselves and discipline them- 
selves and be loyal to their Dharma and also fall into line with 
other communrcies in performing the onerous task of national 
advancement i. il directions. In respect of our duties as well 
a.; ^nir privilege.- we cannot have a better prayer to console and 
liiiunine a;. ' guide and upliit us ti^aii the following beautiful 
L I'ainishadic prayer. Let me therefore conclude with it which 
prays U) the lord to give us sacred gift of auspicious thought. 

j| 
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